
Your Choice. 
Your Philanthropy. 
Your Legacy.

Funds

DONOR- 
ADVISED

A Donor-Advised Fund (DAF) is a charitable giving vehicle  
that allows you to make an immediate, tax-deductible 
contribution to Greater Hartford Gives, recommend grants  
to your favorite nonprofits over time, and actively participate 
 in philanthropy during your lifetime and beyond.

Think of it as your personal charitable account—you contribute 
assets to establish the fund, receive an immediate tax deduction, 
and then recommend grants to qualified nonprofit organizations 
whenever you choose. Greater Hartford Gives manages the 
investments and administration, while you focus on the causes  
that matter most to you.

What Is a Donor- 
Advised Fund? Establish Your Fund

Make a gift of $10,000+ to create 
your Donor-Advised Fund (you may 
build up to this amount over time).

Invest Assets
The Greater Hartford Gives 
Foundation invests and manages 
your fund. Continue to add to  
your fund at any time.

Make Grants
Recommend grants of $250+ 
to support nonprofits and causes 
you care about. Help build a 
stronger Greater Hartford.

How a DAF Works



Minimums
Minimum to Establish:  
$10,000 (may be built up over time)

Minimum Grant Award: $250

Fee Structure
1% annual fee:  
on assets up to $500,000

Declining fees:  
on a sliding scale for assets  
over $500,000 All fees include 
investment management, custody 
services, administrative support,  
and professional grant processing.

Investment Details
The Greater Hartford Gives Foundation 
manages all investment decisions 
with professional oversight, ensuring 
your charitable assets are invested 
prudently to maximize long-term 
impact. Our endowment totals over 
$1.3 billion with a diversified portfolio 
managed by expert advisors.

Family Involvement
Include family members in grantmaking 
decisions, teach children and 
grandchildren about philanthropy, 
and create a lasting legacy across 
generations. Succeeding generations 
may advise on funds when appropriate 
language is included in the original  
fund agreement.

Fund Details

Contact Us for More Information
We would love to share more about how a Donor-Advised 
Fund can help you achieve your charitable goals.

Greater Hartford Gives Foundation
10 Columbus Boulevard, 8th Floor
Hartford, CT 06106
(860) 548-1888
GreaterHartfordGives.org 

A strong foundation for all

Our Impact

in DAF grants on  
average annually

named funds at  
Greater Hartford Gives

total endowment managed 
with professional oversight

$25M 1,542 $1.3B

FLEXIBILITY & CONTROL
Make multiyear grants, remain anonymous if you choose, and 
adapt your giving over time while supporting nonprofits locally  
or nationwide without geographic limits.

EXPERT GUIDANCE
Work with a dedicated Foundation liaison who provides  
regional nonprofit insights, highlights emerging needs, and  
offers site visits and briefings to inform your decisions.

SIMPLICITY & CONVENIENCE
Simplify your giving with a single tax receipt, an easy-to-use  
online portal for grant recommendations, and streamlined 
processing supported by professional investment  
management and reporting.

LEGACY PLANNING
Engage future generations in philanthropy by involving them  
in your fund and passing along values of community giving  
and participation.

COST-EFFECTIVE
Benefit from no startup costs and lower fees than private  
foundations, with a 1% fee up to $500,000 that decreases  
on a sliding scale thereafter.

Why Create a DAF

What Can You Give  
to Establish a DAF?

CASH
The simplest way to contribute. 
Also, checks payable to Greater 
Hartford Gives or donate online  
via credit card. Fully tax-deductible.

APPRECIATED SECURITIES
Transfer stocks, bonds, or mutual 
funds. Avoid capital gains taxes while 
receiving a charitable deduction for  
the full fair market value.

REAL ESTATE
Donate property and eliminate  
capital gains while supporting  
your philanthropic goals.

OTHER ASSETS
•	Business interests 
•	Life insurance policies 
•	Closely held stock 
•	 Charitable lead trusts


