
   
 

 
 

Civic Education and Civic Participation  
Request for Proposals 

February 2026 
 
The Greater Hartford Gives Foundation is pleased to announce a competitive grant opportunity 
designed to support organizations that seek to engage in nonpartisan civic education and civic 
participation efforts leading up to the 2026 Midterm and Gubernatorial elections, particularly 
supporting civically underrepresented residents of Greater Hartford Gives’ 29-town region. 
 
The Foundation welcomes requests of up to $25,000 for nonpartisan civic education and civic 
participation activities implemented through the Spring and Fall of 2026. Applicants are requested to 
complete the online grant application by Wednesday, March 18, 2026 at 11:59pm. Grants will be 
announced in Spring 2026.  
 
Under IRS guidance, public charities (all 501c3 nonprofits) are prohibited from directly or indirectly 
participating in, or intervening in, any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate 
for elective public office. Permissible voter education activities include voter education activities 
conducted in a nonpartisan manner. Foundation funds cannot be used to support activities that (a) 
would favor one candidate over another; (b) oppose a candidate in some manner; or (c) have the effect 
of favoring or providing a benefit to a candidate, group of candidates, or political party. Organizations 
can find additional guidance about IRS permissible activities here. 
 
Examples of nonpartisan activities eligible under this grant opportunity include, but are not limited to, 
the following:  

Civic Education (defined as providing knowledge of government, society, and fostering skills for civic 
participation) activities could include: 

• Hosting informative sessions or creating materials on key democratic processes, relaying public 
accounts, and voting “actions”  

• Educational sessions about governance bodies at local, state and/or national levels  

• Hosting sessions that raise awareness of issues (e.g., housing issues, education, etc.)  

• Educating on how issues and policies are legislated and administered locally while raising 
awareness about resident role in decision-making processes 

Note: Youth civic education activities will not be the focus of this RFP as they do not contribute 
immediately to voter turnout outcomes. If your request only focuses on youth civic education, please 
review criteria for the Resident Engagement RFP. 

Civic Participation (defined as participating in community or society to improve civic life) activities could 
include: 

• Supporting voter registration efforts 

• Removing barriers for residents to participate on Election Day, such as providing transportation 

https://greaterhartfordgives.org/who-we-serve/
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-organizations/restriction-of-political-campaign-intervention-by-section-501c3-tax-exempt-organizations
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• Assisting voters with disabilities, language barriers, or in need of special assistance to have 
access to participate on Election Day 

• Hosting town halls, board/commission meetings or public hearings for residents to discuss 
community concerns 

• Advocacy actions (emails, calls, petitions)   

• Providing access to voter information through digital platforms or website to help answer 
questions about early voting or polling   

• Host nonpartisan candidate forums or debates to inform voter participation, ensuring that all 

candidates are invited and given equal opportunity to participate under the same conditions 
 
 
I. Background: 

The Greater Hartford Gives Foundation’s 2026 Civic Education and Civic Participation Request for 
Proposals is a nonpartisan effort to support civic education and civic participation efforts, particularly 
among civically underrepresented residents of Greater Hartford Gives’ 29 Town region. Increased civic 
engagement participation strengthens democracy and empowers residents to shape the outcomes in 
their communities.   

This proposal is in alignment with the Civic and Resident Engagement outcome team’s strategic 
outcomes that seek: 1) improvement in residents' ability to influence government and other institutional 
decision-making and 2) increase civic trust. The Foundation recognizes civic participation, including 
voting, as one of the most impactful ways to create sustained, positive change in one’s everyday life. 
DataHaven research indicates that higher levels of civic trust, participation, and engagement are 
correlated with more equitable economic outcomes as well as positive health outcomes and lower crime 
rates. In Greater Hartford, 72 percent of adults have a great or fair amount of trust in their local 
governments, yet in Hartford only 31 percent believe government is responsive (DataHaven, 2023). 

In Greater Hartford, the lowest rates of voter participation are documented among people of color, 
especially Black and Latine voters; young voters between the ages of 18-29; and residents of the City of 
Hartford. CTData Collaborative’s Connecticut 2024 Election Analysis demonstrates that Hartford’s 
turnout has consistently declined over the last three elections, from 63% in 2016, to 50% in 2020, to 43% 
in 2024. East Hartford saw a significant decline from 66% in 2020 to 51% in 2024 (CTData Collaborative, 
2024). 

Voter Turnout Changes by Towns in the 2024 Presidential Election Source: CTData Collaborative 

This chart highlights voter turnout trends across selected towns in the Greater Hartford region, 
comparing participation rates from the 2016, 2020, and 2024 presidential elections. The data reveals 
notable declines in civic engagement in several communities. 

               Towns with the Steepest Declines in Voter Turnout 

Town 2016 2020 2024 8 Year 
Percentage 
Point (pp) 
Decline 

Bloomfield 84% 82% 76% 8pp 

East Hartford 67% 66% 51% 16pp 

https://greaterhartfordgives.org/
https://www.ctdata.org/blog/connecticut-2024-election-analysis
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East Windsor 72% 65% 61% 11pp 

Hartford 63% 50% 43% 20pp 

Windsor 77% 81% 72% 5pp 

Windsor Locks 77% 81% 74% 3pp 

 

Although voter registration efforts have successfully increased the number of registered residents in 
Hartford, voter turnout has steadily declined since 2016, as illustrated in the CTData chart below. Civic 
organizations attribute this trend to several factors, including civic literacy challenges and the need to 
reframe civic engagement initiatives to emphasize deeper understanding of democratic processes and 
civic knowledge. 

  

 
 
II. Proposal Requirements: 
The Foundation seeks requests from nonprofit organizations engaging in efforts to increase civic 
education and civic participation in Greater Hartford, based on existing disparities in civic engagement 
as outlined in the data above.  
 
The Foundation will utilize a rubric in the review and evaluation of submitted applications. To view the 
rubric and addendum, please visit the links below:  

- Rubric 
- Addendum 

 

• Population of Focus:  

• Program activities must engage residents of Greater Hartford Gives’ 29 town region, with an 
emphasis on underrepresented voters per the data presented where voter turnout 
disparities exist.  

 
 

• Eligible Applicants:  

https://greaterhartfordgives.org/
https://greaterhartfordgives.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Rubric_-Civic-Education-and-Civic-Participation-2026-.pdf
https://greaterhartfordgives.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Civic-Education-and-Civic-Participation-RFP-Rubric-Addendum-Feb-2026.pdf
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• Application must be submitted by a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Organizations with a 501(c)(3) 
designation can serve as a fiscal sponsor for community groups. Nonprofits may serve as a 
fiscal sponsor for multiple projects. 

• Organization has operated for at least one year prior to applying. 

• Organizations with previous experience in civic education and civic participation serving 
communities in Hartford or Greater Hartford Gives’ 29 town region. 

• Core support or multi-year grant recipients are eligible to apply but reviewers will balance 
priorities based on populations served, towns or specific neighborhoods, etc. Reviewers will 
also look at equity of grant award based on current grant amount in relation to other 
applicants.  

• Please note that if your organization has received a grant through the 2024 Get out The 
Vote RFP, the Foundation must receive a final report on that grant before considering a new 
RFP application. 

• Applicants should be able to conduct project activities from the grant award date (Spring 
2026) through the November 2026 Midterm election.  

• Organizations must comply with IRS guidelines for nonprofits engaging in voter education 
and mobilization. 

 
III. Reporting Requirements:  

The Foundation would like to learn about the progress of funded projects and measure 
progress. Funded proposals will be asked to track and report on outcomes and measures. Please 
view the supporting document for more information. 

 
Additional Information: 
Organizations that received a 2020 Civic Engagement grant or a 2023 or 2024 Civic Engagement and Get 
Out the Vote grant can reach out to Cynthia Wills, Community Impact Officer, 
cwills@GreaterHartfordGives.org for access to the application. New applicants must participate in an 
eligibility interview to be invited to apply. Please contact Senior Community Impact Associate, Tiana 
Starks, tstarks@GreaterHartfordGives.org to discuss a project’s potential fit and eligibility.  
 
Any technical questions regarding completing the online application should be directed to Grants 
Administration at grantsadministration@GreaterHartfordGives.org. 
 
Applicants must complete the full application and submit by March 18,2026 to be eligible for 
consideration.  
 

IV. Key Dates:  

• Application Opens: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 

• Applications Due: Wednesday, March 18, 2026  

• Award Notifications: May 2026 

• Election Day: November 5, 2026 

https://greaterhartfordgives.org/
https://greaterhartfordgives.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Civic-Education-and-Participation-2026_Outcomes-Support-Document.pdf
https://greaterhartfordgives.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Civic-Education-and-Participation-2026_Outcomes-Support-Document.pdf
mailto:tstarks@GreaterHartfordGives.org
mailto:grantsadministration@GreaterHartfordGives.org

